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SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT 

 
Reason for the project  
European integration revealed, also for public 
administrations, specific processes and 
mechanisms, for evaluating the progresses recorded 
within the framework of national reforms. The most 
important ones refer to administrative convergence 
and compatibility with principles and values of the 
European Administrative Space (EAS). For the 
Balkan states, situated in different positions in the 
European integration process, each above concept 
is emphasised and it develops in a distinct and 
specific way.  
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WORKSHOP PROGRAM 
 

Friday, February 18  
 
09:15 -10:45 Opening session  
 
Dean's welcome  
     (Prof. Heri Bezić, Dean of the Faculty of Economics) 
Introductory Address by Prof. Nevenka Ožanić, 

(Vice-rector for science and development, University of Rijeka, Croatia) 

Introductory Address by Prof. Lucica Matei  

(Academic coordinator of Jean Monnet project, National School of Political Studies and Public 
Administration, Bucharest, Romania)  

Introductory Address by Prof. Vinko Kandzija  

(Chair JM in European Integration, JM project coordinator for Faculty of Economics, 
University of Rijeka)  

 

Available at 
http://www.balcannet.eu/materiale/Workshop-RijekaProgram.pdf 

http://www.balcannet.eu/materiale/Workshop-RijekaProgram.pdf
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Friday, February 18  
 
09:45 -10:45      Keynote Speeches  
 
1. Address by Mr. Zlatko Komadina, Prefect of Primorsko-goranska County, Croatia  
2. Civil Society as a stakeholder in the Development of Welfare Mix in Croatia , Prof. Gojko Bežovan, 
Faculty of Law, Univesity of Zagreb, Croatia 
3. Public Administration Europeanization. South -Eastern European Trends and Comparative 
Analysis , Prof.Dr. Lucica Matei, Dean of the Faculty of Public Administration, National School of Political 
Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 
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Friday, February 18  
 
11:00 – 12:30 Session 1: EAS – from Concept to Reality  

Chair: Prof. Dr. Lucica Matei, JM Chair, Dean of the Faculty of Public Administration, National  School of 
Political Studies and Public Administration , Bucharest, Romania 
Co-Chair: Prof.Dr. Nicholas Baltas, JM Chair, Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece 

 
1. Regional Convergence and European Structural Funds, Prof. Vinko  Kandžija, Alen Host and I. Cvečić, Ph. D. 

candidate; University of Rijeka, Croatia  
2. Relevance of ‘Western European public administration reforms’ on Transition countries - ‘who learns 
what from whom?’, Meneguzzo M., Fiorani G.,  Mititelu C., Matei L., Matei A., Cipolletta G., University of Rome 
'Tor Vergata' , Italy and Faculty of Public Administration, NSPSPA Bucharest, Romania 

3. A theoretical inquiry: Is the European administration consensual? , D.C. Iancu and D.M. Ungureanu, 
National School of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 

4. Understanding the European Administrative , Dr. Nikolaos Lymouris, Director of the Centre for European 
Governance, Athens, Greece 

5. European perspective on public administration quality: rules, goals  
and instruments , Dr. Anamarija Musa, assistant professor, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, Croatia 

6. Strengthening the Practice of Good Governance in Croatia –Are Civil Society Organizations Co -
Governors in Policy Making?, Jelena Matančević, junior researcher, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, 
Croatia 
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Friday, February 18  
 

14:00 – 16:00 Session 2: Legal, Administrative and Institutional Pillars of EAS – National 
Experiences  

Chair: Prof.Dr.  Panagiotis  Grigoriou, JM Chair, University of the Aegean, Greece  
 
1. Towards shared rules for European Government Policy,  Francesco Velo, Interregional Jean Monnet Centre of 

Excellence - University of Pavia, Italy 
2. Access to environmental information: a best practice scenario for achieving transparency,  Vera Theofilaktou, 

EPLO Head of Education and Research I, LL.M., PhD candidate; Athens, Greece 
3. Innovative Decisions of the European Administrative Space Governance, Roumiana Tsankova, Lyubina Doneva, 

Technical University, Sofia, Bulgaria 
4. Developments of the Common Agricultural Policy and their impact on Greek Agriculture, Prof. Nicholas Baltas, 

Jean Monnet Chair, Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece 
5. The application of the principle of  transparency  in  the decision -making process of public  institutions  - Case 

study : Romanian Ombudsman , Public  Prosecutor’s Office and the Committee on  Petitions  of the Parliament of  
Romania , Assist. Dr. Crina Ramona Radulescu, Faculty of Public Administration, National School of Political Studies and 
Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 

6. Convergence of policies for promoting total quality management in the public administration of Balkan states – 
European Union member states , Prof.Dr. Ani Matei, assist. Carmen Savulescu, Faculty of Public Administration, 
National School of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 

7. The reform of the Croatian Administrative procedure and administrative dispute, Dario Đerđa; Faculty of Law, 
University of Rijeka; Croatia 
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Friday, February 18  
 

16:15 - 18:30 Session 3: Convergence and Europeanization of Public Administration - Premises for 
Strengthening EAS Enlargement  

Chair: Prof.Dr.Margarita Shivergueva, Jean Monnet Chair, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria  
   Co-Chair:  Mr. Ioannis  Voudouris, Head of Unit for Education and Research II of the EPLO, Athens, Greece  
 
1. Life long learning and mobility for the creation of European Identity in local governments - Experiences and perspectives, 

Prof. Massimo Bianchi; B ologna, Italy  
2. Convergence of Local Administration in Croatia, Prof. Marija  Kaštelan Mrak;  Faculty of Economics; University of Rijeka 

and Morena  Mičetić, M. Sc., City of Rijeka, Croatia 
3. Α pilot factor analysis model for the estimation of the indicators of administrative convergence in Greece, 

Dr.Eleni Kitrinou, University of the Aegean, Greece 
4. Socio-statistical research on the internalization of the European Administrative Space principle s in the 

Romanian Public Administration  Prof. Dr. Ani Matei, Prof. Dr. Lucica Matei, Dr. Diana – Camelia Iancu, Faculty of Public 
Administration, National School of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 

5. Civil society and Europeani zation of the actual administration system , Prof. Panagiotis Grigoriou, University of the 
Aegean, Greece 

6. Bulgarian administration under the conditions of joining the European Administration Space (EAS) , Dr. Ivan 
Nachev, New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria 

7. Questioning Financial Indicators of Civil Society Development ,  Prof. Davor Vašiček, Davor Mance,M.s., Univesity of 
Rijeka, Croatia 
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Saturday, February 19  

 
08:30 - 10:00 Session 4 Part 1: Integrating Balkan Traditional Administrative Values in the EAS Concept 
and Practice 

 
Chair: Prof. Gojko Bežovan, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, Croatia 

Co-Chair: Prof. Massimo Bianchi, Bologna University, Italy  
 

1. "EU cohesion policy in national context: towards multi -level  
governance or not?", Vedran Djulabic, Ph.D, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb.  

2. Reforms in the system of financial management as a support to the Europeanization process of public 
administration, Ivana Maletić, prof. Davor Vašiček, Zagreb, Croatia 

3. Making public policy work: between responsiveness and convergence of the public agenda The 
Romanian case, Associated Prof.Dr. Luminiţa Gabriela Popescu, Faculty of Public Administration, 
National School of Political Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania 
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Saturday, February 19  

 
10:00 - 11:00 Session 4 Part 2: Integrating Balkan Traditional Administrative Values in 
the EAS Concept and Practice 

Chair: Prof. Ivan Koprić, Head of Croatian Institute for Public Administration and Professor at Faculty of 
Law, University of Zagreb, Croatia  

   Co-Chair: Dr.Nikolaos  Lymouris,  Director of the Centre for European Governance,  Athens, Greece 
 
1. Public Sector Modernization – Balkan Realities and Current Trends , Prof. Dr. Margarita 

Shivergueva, Jean Monnet Chair in European Economy, New Bulgarian University 
2. Fiscal rules and sub -national governments - experiences of Slovenia,  

Slovakia and Croatia , Uros Pintaric, Slovenia, Daniel Klimovsky, Slovakia, Sasa Drezgic, University 
of Rijeka, Croatia 

3. Organizing for Efficiency – the Case of Croatian Customs Services, Alen Benazić, Ph.D., Croatia 
4. Administrative Europeanization and institutional change: the case of Croatia, prof. Nenad 

Smokrović, IvanaIlijašić-Veršić, University of Rijeka, Croatia 
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Saturday, February 19  

 

11:15 – 11:45 Closing ceremony 
 

What is good administration in European terms? Institutional adjustments as a ticket to European 
administrative space, prof. Ivan Koprić, professor, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, Croatia, 
Goranka  Lalić-Novak, lecturer, Social Poytechnics Zagreb, Croatia, Prof. Anamarija Musa, Faculty 
of Law, University of Zagreb  
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Members’ academic contributions in the field of research 
connected to the project  

 

The fundamental idea of the current publication emphasizes the 
characteristics of the processes related to administrative convergence and 
reform in the South-Eastern European states. 
Of course the area under review is quite wide and complex and therefore our 
approach aims to comprise only a few characteristics. 
Encompassing various geo-political aspects, political heritages enhancing that 
diversity as well as endemic socio-cultural traditions, the public 
administrations in the South-Eastern European states have faced a definite 
option for restoring democracy and accomplishing reforms according to the 
principles and values of the European Administrative Space, in the past two 

decades. 
For the time being other questions emerge and others remain still open. 
Which is the most adequate model for the administrative reform, which are 
the most efficient mechanisms and tools triggering its accomplishment and 
implementation? 
Lacking a formalized acquis communautaire on the processes related to 
administrative reform, their diversity has enhanced and the conditions for so 
called administrative convergence have multiplied. The research reports 
achieved and presented in the current publication emphasise the progress in 
implementing the democratic processes of central and local governance which 
do not lead however to convergence, being definitely relevant for the 
processes related to administrative dynamics. 
Various political experiences undergone by the states under review in the 
second half of the 20th century have induced attitudes and behaviours mainly 
of subordination and loss of identity of the organizations in national public 
administrations. That situation persisting in the South-Eastern European 
space creates difficulties and unbalances in the dialogue and cooperation with 
the public administrations of Western European states. The state itself is 
weak, determining a lack of finality for the administrative reforms. The 
processes of administrative convergence have become more complex and 
complicate as the EU administration is searching a model and it is attempting 
to define an identity. 
The traditional models of administration, based on a hierarchic bureaucracy 
are overcome and the model of EU administration could not be found by a 
transfer or enlargement of an administrative model belonging to one or 
several states. 
Therefore, we should acknowledge that the processes related to 
administrative convergence and reform are profoundly integrated in a 
complex context, with globalizing valences, benefiting of profound 
mechanisms, enhancing the interdependence and systemic character of the 
developments of national public administrations. 
The current volume incorporates contributions of South-Eastern European 
universities (National School of Political Studies and Public Administration – 
Romania, New Bulgarian University – Bulgaria, University of Aegean - Greece 
or University of Rijeka - Croatia, as well as of international organizations – 
European Public Law Organization – Greece. 
In the above briefly described context, the studies reveal both comparative 
aspects, strategies of administrative reform or significant developments of 
administrative convergence and conceptual models aimed to contribute to the 
debates on EU administrative and organizational future or contemporary 
developments of EU administrative law. 
The reports were achieved in the framework of Jean Monnet project “South-
Eastern European developments on the administrative convergence and 
enlargement of the European Administrative Space in Balkan states“ and 
provide an overview close to the realities on specificity of administrative 
processes in South-Eastern European states. 
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Members’ academic contributions in the field of research 
connected to the project  

 

The Academic Public 
Administration Studies 
Archive has been listed in 
a significant database, 
namely Cabell's 
Directories of Publishing 
Opportunities in 
Management. Since Cabell 
Publishing, Inc., was 
founded in 1978, the goal 
has been to help 
professors, graduate 
students and researchers 
to publish their 
manuscripts in academic 
journals. To achieve this 
objective the company 
strives to maintain current 
contact information and 
websites for a large 
number of journals. Also, 
Cabell’s seeks to provide 
information on publication 
guidelines, type of review, 
number of external 
review, acceptance rate, 
ISSN, submission process, 
and more. 

Cabell's Directory of Publishing Opportunities in 

Management contains a wealth of information designed 
to help researchers and academics match their 

manuscripts with the scholarly journals which are most 
likely to publish those manuscripts. The Directory 

indexes over 1,180 journals according to twenty-eight 

different topic areas, such as: Business Education, 
Global Business, Public Administration, and Strategic 

Management Policy. The searchable Directory provides 
valuable contact information, review process data, 

manuscript specifications and guidelines, and 

publication information for each journal. Armed with 
this information, authors can easily submit their 

manuscripts to the journals most receptive to their 
research. Cabell's Directory of Publishing 

Opportunities in Management is a vital resource for 

increasing the publishing effectiveness of professors, 
graduate students, and researchers. 

 
Useful links: 
 
http://www.apas.admpubl.snspa.ro/ 
 
http://www.cabells.com/index.aspx 

APAS - listed in Cabell's 
Directories of Publishing 

Opportunities in 
Management. 

http://www.apas.admpubl.snspa.ro/
http://www.cabells.com/index.aspx
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Events in the field of research connected to the project  
 

in collaboration with  

organized in the framework of  
http://www.kennesaw.edu/yearofromania/events.html  

National School of Political Studies and Public 
Administration 

Faculty of Public Administration 

the lecture 

Evolution of Political Parties in Romania  
Associate Professor Mihai MILCA, NSPSPA 

mailto:amatei@snspa.ro
mailto:tdinu@snspa.ro
mailto:csavulescu@snspa.ro
http://www.kennesaw.edu/yearofromania/events.html

